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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH  FOR  1958 

Public  Health  Department, 
Drayton  Hall, 

West  Dkayton. 
June,  1959. 


To :  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Yiewsley  and  West  Drayton  Urban  District  Council 

Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  report  for  1958  is  similar  in  form  to  my  previous  reports  and  I 
trust  will  give  you  factual  information  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department. 

The  mid-year  population,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  was 
23,950  an  increase  of  610  over  1957.  Deaths  from  all  causes  total  175 
giving  an  adjusted  death  rate  of  10.5  per  thousand  population.  The  total 
number  of  live  births  was  413  giving  an  adjusted  birth  rate  of  15.5  per 
thousand  population  An  unfortunate  feature  of  the  above  is  the  increase 
in  the  maternal  and  infantile  deaths.  Of  the  8  infantile  deaths,  3  were  due 
to  Congenital  Malformation  and  2  due  to  extreme  prematurity. 

In  general  the  health  of  the  district  was  satisfactory  and  the  only  infec¬ 
tious  disease  of  note  was  measles  of  which  there  was  a  minor  outbreak 
spread  over  the  second  and  third  quarters  of  the  year.  The  notifiable 
disease  which  gives  one  greatest  concern  is  the  incidence  of  lood  poisoning 
— there  being  38  cases  notified  during  the  year  under  review.  Most  of  the 
cases  were  notified  as  the  result  of  ou' breaks  in  works  canteens — one  out¬ 
break  was  definitely  traced  to  tinned  peas — but  in  the  other  cases  it  was 
not  possible  to  trace  any  specific  cause.  My  Public  Health  Staff  have 
taken  the  utmost  trouble  in  connection  with  these  canteen  outbreaks  and 
given  long  hours  to  investigations.  There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria 
notified  during  the  year,  this  being  the  eighteenth  year  in  which  the  area 
has  been  free  from  this  disease. 

t 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  was  34,  giving  a  death  rate 
of  1.42  per  per  thousand  population.  There  were  10  cases  of  lung  Cancer 
— 0.41  per  thousand  population. 

The  other  principal  cause  of  death  was  heart  disease  of  which  Coro¬ 
nary  disease  caused  37  deaths  as  against  24  in  1957. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  this  being  the 
fifth  yea**  with  no  deaths  since  1911.  The  other  years  were  1923,  1954, 
1955  and  1956.  We  are  now  travelling  towards  the  goal  when  the  “White 
Scourge  ”  will  be  eliminated. 
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During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  make  the  whole  of  the  Urban 
District  a  Smoke  Control  Area — the  work  to  be  completed  within  10  years. 
The  Minister  has  given  provisional  clearance  to  No.  1  Area. 

Much  progress  in  rehousing  of  persons  from  Clearance  Areas  has  been 
made  and  details  are  given  elsewhere  in  the  report. 

As  far  as  health  education  is  concerned  my  Department  has  arranged 
for  the  display  of  posters  throughout  the  Urban  District  on  such  subjects 
as  Food  Hygiene,  Fly  Control,  Atmospheric  Pollution  and  Prevention  of 
Accidents  in  the  home.  The  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  has 
also  given  several  lectures  during  the  year  to  Youth  Clubs,  Boy  Scouts,  Girl 
Guides  and  to  various  other  organisations,  and  these  lectures  have  been 
much  appreciated. 

For  their  loyal  support  and  assistance  throughout  the  year  and  their 
assistance  in  the  compilation  of  this  report  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Makin, 
the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  his  Deputy  and  to  the  Staff  of  the 
Department. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  rny  appreciation  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Committees  concerned  for  their  continued  support  and 
encouragement. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  M.  J.  Bobbett, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A 


Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,276 

Total  population  1958  (midsummer)  (estimated  by  the 

Registrar  General)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23,950 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited  dwellings  ...  ...  6,988 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1958)  ...  ...  ...  £683,973 

Product  of  the  Penny  Rate  1957/1958  ...  ...  ...  £2,956  2  8 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS  : 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

199 

191 

390 

Illegitimate 

10 

13 

23 

209 

204 

413 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (adjusted)  :  1958  :  15.5 

1957  :  17.7 

County  of  Middlesex  :  1958  :  14.2 

Percentage  of  Illegitimate  Births  to  total  live  births  =  5.56. 


STILL  BIRTHS  : 


Male 

Female 

T  otal 

Legitimate 

2 

6 

8 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

6 

8 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  : 

1958  : 

19.10 

1957  . 

21.6 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  : 

1958  : 

0.33 

1957  : 

0.42 

DEATHS  : 

Male 

Female 

T  otal 

82 

93 

175 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  populat 

ion  : 

1958  : 

10.5 

1957  : 

10.2 

County  of  Middlesex  : 

1958  : 

11.1 

This  figure  has  been  adjusted  from  7.3  by  the  use  of  the  Registrar's 
Comparability  Factor  of  1.33. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  : 

Death  of  infants  under  one  year. 

M  ale 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

4 

3 

7 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

1 

4 

4 

8 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  : 

1958 

1957 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

19.4 

15.5 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

16.94 

15.5 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

2.42 

Nil 

NEO-NATAL  DEATHS  :  (under  four 

weeks  of  age) 

Male 

Female 

T  ota ! 

Legitimate 

3 

3 

6 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

6 

Death  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

... 

14.52 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY 

(under  one  week)  : 

Male 

Female 

T  otal 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

5 

Death  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

t  •  . 

. 

12.1 

Prenatal  Mortality  (still  births  and  deaths  of 

infants 

under 

one  week)  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

4 

9 

13 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

4 

9 

13 

Death  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

... 

. 

31.47 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  : 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Abortion 

... 

...  *  • 

,  .  ... 

Nil 

Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  causes 

...  •  . 

2 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  births  : 

1958 

:  4.75 

1957 

:  2.16 

County  of  Middlesex  1958  :  0.39 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH  : 


All  causes 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Tuberculosis,  other 

Syphilitic  disease 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Diabetes 

Leukaemia 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  diseases,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephosis 

Congenital  Malformation 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate  ... 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Suicide 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 


Male  Female  Total  1957 
82  93  175  166 

3 

1  1 


4  4  8  6 

7  3  10  4 

3  3  4 

-221 

5  6  11  18 

1  1  2 

1 


9 

12 

21 

21 

18 

19 

37 

24 

2 

5 

7 

3 

4 

9 

13 

16 

7 

4 

6 

4 

5 

5 

10 

10 

5 

6 

11 

13 

5 

— 

5 

2 

— 

3 

1 

3 

8 

6 

14 

13 

6 

— 

6 

5 

— 

o 

2 

1 1 

-221 
2  -  ? 
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SECTION  B 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Reading  is  the  one  available  to  this 
area  and  the  director  Dr.  Wood  has  been  most  helpful  and  co-operative 
on  all  matters  on  which  he  has  been  consulted.  It  is  a  great  pity  that  the 
Laboratory  is  so  distant  from  my  office  as  full  use  cannot  be  made  of  the 
facilities  available  owing  to  the  time  factor. 

I  also  wish  to  thank  Dr.  Picton  and  the  Staff  of  the  Hillingdon 
Hospital  Pathological  Laboratory  for  their  courtesy  and  help  in  various 
matters  during  the  year,  especially  in  connection  with  the  food  poisoning 
cases. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

The  responsibility  for  this  service  is  with  the  Middlesex  County 
Council  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Area  8,  i.e.  the  area  in  which  this 
Urban  District  is  situated  is  Dr.  O.  C.  Dobson.  There  are  two  clinics  in 
the  district — one  at  20,  High  Street,  Yiewsley  and  one  in  Harmondsworth. 
There  is  also  a  mobile  clinic  which  operates  in  the  Urban  District. 

Massage  Establishments 

The  Council  maintain  a  register  of  these  establishments  operating  in 
the  Urban  District  and  the  three  establishments  have  been  inspected  during 
the  year  and  have  had  their  licences  renewed. 


SECTION  C. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  year  1958. 
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Food  Poisoning 


TUBERCULOSIS 


ANALYSIS  OF  NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING 

1958 

(LOCAL  RECORDS) 

NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Respiratory 

Non- 

Re  s  pi  ratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Age  (yrs.) 

M 

F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

Under  5 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

5-14 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

15-24 

2 

3 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

25-44 

3 

3 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

45-64 

4 

— 

—  — 

—  - 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

1 

—  — 

—  — 

Age  Unknown 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

1 

Total 

9 

6 

1 

— 

1 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  register  : 

Respiratory  :  205  Non-respiratory  :  47 

I  am,  Ladies  arid  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Patrick  M.  J  Bobbett, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1958 

May,  1959. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Yiewsley  and  West  Drayton  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  my  department  for 
the  year  1958,  and  also  wish  to  apologise  for  the  delay.  This  is  entirely 
due  to  the  fact  that  my  Administrative  Assistant,  Mrs.  Taylor,  has  been 
absent  from  work  through  sickness  since  early  June. 

I  do  not  propose  to  make  any  comment  in  this  preamble  other  than 
to  say  that  the  amount  of  work  requiring  to  be  done  by  the  department 
continues  to  increase,  and  it  is  only  possible  to  have  made  such  successful 
progress  during  the  period  under  review  by  the  wholehearted  co-operation 
of  the  staff  both  clerical  and  inspectorial,  and  the  most  willing  and  helpful 
assistance  and  advice  of  the  other  departments  of  the  Council. 


SECTION  D 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Mains  water  throughout  the  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the 
Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  and  an  adequate 
supply  is  available  in  all  parts  of  the  district. 

In  July,  1958,  several  complaints  were  received  from  residents  on  the 
Wise  Lane  Housing  Estate  regarding  a  very  marked  unpleasant  odour  from 
the  water  and  discolouration.  Samples  of  the  water  were  submitted  for 
examination  to  the  Public  Analyst  who  submitted  the  following  report. 


Jn  a  sample  of  :  MAINS  WATER 

Sent  by  :  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Yiewsley  and  West 

Drayton  U.D.C. 


Parts  per  Million 


Total  solids  ...  ...  ...  ...  364 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ...  ...  ...  20.26 

Free  and  saline  ammonia  ...  ..  0.094 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  0.026 


Oxygen  absorbed  from  N/80  perman 

ganate  in  3  hrs.  at  98° F  ... 

0.567 

Nitrates  as  Nitrogen 

absent 

Nitrites  as  Nitrogen 

absent 

Sulphates,  as  S04 

320.0 

Calcium,  as  Ca  ... 

84.6 

Magnesium,  as  Mg. 

20.14 

Total  Hardness  ... 

15.6°C  (Clarks  Scale) 

Total  alkalinity  as  CaC03 

126 

Iron 

0.56 

Copper,  Lead,  Zinc 

absent 

Hydrogen  sulphide 

minute  trace 

Reaction  pH 

7.2 

The  water  was  opalescent  with  a 

brown  deposit  of  salts  of 

iron.  The  sample  had  a  slight  odour  of  rotting  organic  matter. 
A  microscopical  examination  of  the  deposit  indicated  the  possible 
presence  of  iron  bacteria  wh'ch  would  be  a  contributory  cause  of 
the  condition  about  which  complaint  is  made. 

The  situation  was  reported  to  the  Water  Undertakers  who  immediately 
carried  out  mains  flushing  in  the  area  affected  and  have  since  eliminated 
the  “  dead  ends  ”  in  this  area.  In  addition  the  amount  of  dissolved  oxygen 
in  the  water  was  increased  by  injecting  air  into  the  water  at  certain 
pumping  stations. 

During  the  period  July  to  November,  regular  bacteriological  samples 
were  taken  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

Since  the  “  dead  ends  ”  were  eliminated  no  further  complaints  have 
been  received. 

The  water  consumption  in  the  area  during  the  year  was  40.69  gallons 
per  head  per  day  for  all  purposes,  and  deducting  the  amount  for  Industrial 
usage  the  quantity  per  head  per  day  for  domestic  use  was  27.52  gallons. 

Below  is  an  analysis  of  a  recent  water  sample. 


15 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 
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Remarks  :  This  water  is  moderately  hard  in  character  and  contains  no  excess  of  mineral  or  saline  con¬ 
stituents  in  solution.  It  conforms  to  the  highest  standard  of  organic  quality. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  CONDITIONS 


In  the  sewered  parts  of  the  district  every  house  has  a  separate  water 
closet  but  in  the  unsewered  part  there  are  98  pail  closets  emptied  weekly. 
In  addition  62  pail  closets  are  emptied  each  week  on  the  Municipal 
Caravan  Site. 

There  are  also  some  83  cesspools  attached  to  domestic  premises  in  the 
Urban  District  which  are  emptied  free  on  request  ir.espective  of  the  number 
of  emptyings  required. 

Cesspools  attached  to  Trade  Premises  receiving  trade  effluent  are 
emptied  on  request  but  in  these  cases  a  charge  of  30/-  per  load  of  800 
gallons  is  made. 

During  the  year  1,520,400  gallons  of  sewage  were  removed  from 
cesspools. 

In  my  report  for  1957  I  said  that  I  hoped  that  it  would  be  the  last 
time  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  report  that  the  village  of  Longford  was 
still  unsewered  but  unfortunately  this  was  not  to  be.  The  present  state  of 
affairs  in  connection  with  drainage  is  most  unsatisfactory  and  the  sooner 
the  main  sewer  is  provided  the  better  it  will  be  for  all  concerned. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(a)  Refuse  Collection 

The  service  operated  in  the  Urban  District  is  as  follows  :  — 

Domestic  and  shop  premises  ...  Weekly  collection. 

R.A.F.  Camp  ...  ...  ...  Daily  except  Sunday. 

London  Airport  ...  ...  ..  Twice  daily  in  the  Central  Ter¬ 

minal  Area  and  once  daily  for  the 
remainder  of  the  Airport. 

(b)  Trade  Refuse 

Where  trade  refuse  is  accumulated  in  such  quantities  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  store  the  refuse  in  standard  dustbins,  arrangements  are  made 
to  clear  the  refuse  to  suit  the  requirements  of  the  premises  concerned. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  service  operated  as  listed  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  report  that  no  difficulties  were  experienced. 

The  vehicles  operated  are  of  the  compression  type — two  vehicles  being 
used  exclusively  on  domestic  and  shop  collection — a  third  vehicle  being 
employed  for  two  shifts  on  clearance  at  London  Airport  and  the  R.A.F. 
Camp. 

An  incentive  scheme  in  connection  with  the  weekly  service  was  intro¬ 
duced  during  the  year  which  has  worked  most  satisfactorily — resulting  in 
the  complete  clearance  of  all  premises  and  very  few  complaints.  Briefly, 
it  operated  by  giving  each  refuse  collection  gang  a  fixed  “beat"  consisting 
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of  a  week's  work — when  this  is  completed  the  collectors  are  allowed  to 
finish  work.  If  after  cessation  of  work  a  complaint  of  non-collection  is 
received  the  offending  gang  is  called  out  to  clear  the  complaint — in  such 
circumstances  there  is  no  pay  in  respect  of  the  “call-out'’.  There  have  been 
only  two  such  cases  during  the  year. 

(c)  Labour 

It  is  still  difficult  to  obtain  labour  but  it  has  been  easier  than  for 
several  years  past.  The  recruitment  of  casual  labour  to  cope  with  sickness, 
injury  and  holidays  is  impossible. 

The  average  number  of  manual  employed  in  the  department  during 
during  1958  was  46 — and  the  total  man  hours  lost  was  7,183 — i.e.  an 
average  of  138  hours  per  week,  equivalent  to  slightly  over  3  men  per¬ 
manently  off  duty. 

(d)  Refuse  Disposal 

In  addition  to  dealing  by  “Controlled  Tipping”  with  the  refuse  from 
the  Boroughs  of  Acton.  Brentford  and  Chiswick  and  from  Yiewsley  and 
West  Drayton,  refuse  from  the  Borough  of  Ealing  was  dealt  with  from 
the  1st  April,  1958,  and  from  the  Borough  of  Willesden  from  1st  Septem¬ 
ber,  1958. 

During  the  year  the  filling  of  the  low-lying  Kingston  Lane  Playing 
Field  was  completed  and  it  is  hoped  that  full  reclamation  and  seeding  will 
be  completed  by  the  end  of  1959. 

The  centre  of  tipping  operations  moved  during  1958  from  Horton 
Road  to  Stockley  Road  and  as  a  result  it  was  necessary  to  move  the 
weighbridge  from  Horton  Road  to  Stacey  Cottages.  Stockley  Road.  In 
addition  to  providing  a  weighbridge  office  on  this  site  the  opportunity  was 
taken  to  provide  a  new  office  for  the  General  Foreman,  new  bathing  and 
toilet  facilities  and  a  new  messroom  and  kitchen  for  the  tip  employees. 

It  is  also  proposed  to  provide  in  1959  a  new  paper  baling  shed  and 
tractor  maintenance  workshop  on  the  Stacey  Cottages  site.  When  this  is 
complete  the  whole  of  the  work  connected  with  tipping  and  salvage  opera¬ 
tions  will  be  easily  controlled  from  the  Foreman’s  office  at  Stacey  Cottages. 

(e;  Salvage 

Salvage  operations  were  maintained,  the  main  items  recovered  being 
paper,  rags,  non-ferrous  and  ferrous  metals. 

The  income  from  the  sale  of  salved  materials  was  £7.654  2s.  5d 


18 


-a 

D 

-a 

c 

o 


cd 

d 

>- 

o 

x 


cd 

co 

O 

a 

VI 


Q 

CO 

P 

<4-h 

d 

c* 

-a 

c 

cd 

c 

_o 

o 

_o 

o 

U 

D 

CO 


d 

Cri 


CO 

O 

o 

01 

c 

'% 

o 

X 

co 

jd 

X 

cd 

H 


ON 

VON 

ON 


X 

o 

V- 

cd 


D 

_£  " 
h-  co 


<d 

cj 


C:  v. 

o  ^ 


£ 

o 

D 

r~ 

CO 


hi, 


?N 


*«. 

cu 

to 

r»» 

*<. 

o 

U 


o 


o 

U 


o 

Cc. 

to 


s> 

U 


o 

"5 

Oj 


to  ! 

5 


(N 


NO 

Xf 

oo 

l/~l 


Nd" 

ri 


<N 


ON 

cl 

o 

nO 

vo. 


NO 


co 

(N 

-'d- 

o 

^d- 


O'! 


vo 


no 

O 

nO 

CO 


d 

i~ 

3 

-*— i 

■5 

c 

d 

a 

x 

W 

CO 

CO 

O 

V. 

a 


NO 


NO 

r~- 

r- 

ON 

NO 


■O 


CO 

ON 

VO 


CO 

oo 

oo 

NO 


n 

NO 


00 

CO 

CO 

o 

nO 


o 


O' 

oo 

i-~ 


D 

c 

H 

o 

D 


CO 

CO 

O 

i~ 

o 


CQ 


ON 

CN 

CO 


CO 

ri 

oo 


(N 

o 

r~- 

t"~ 


CO 

c 

u 


CD 

E 

o 

o 

c 


CD  <D 

z  z 


u 


ON 


CO 

vo 

CN 


td- 

ON 

VO 

On 

On 


CO 

r- 

Nd- 


iD 

z 


Q 


'TD 

D 

»— I 

u 


r- 


CO 


On 

r-~ 

vo 


ID 

D 

t- 

u 


T3 
—  D 
ro  *- 
oo  (J 


ol 

CO 


© 

O 


l-H 

D 

CO  C- 

Co  +- 
O  o 
C  U 


c 

-4—* 

h.  £ 


p 

D. 

O 

G. 


(N 


O 

ON 

CO 


NO 


"O 

D 

i- 

u 


ON 

Nd- 


Nj- 


rd 


CO 

Nd’ 

nct 

n 


'O 

D 

s- 

u 


n 

vo 

O' 


D 

c. 


co 

O 

U 


D 

z 


PJ 


co 

D 

CO 

E 

D 


"O 

c 

cd 

co 

D 

CO 

P 

O 

XI 


T3 

D 

c- 

u 


~a 

CO 

oo 

CO 


-a 

D 

V- 

u 


"0 

oo 

ol 


■a 


T3 

D 

U 


-a 

NT 
t" 

O  X 


T3 

D 

u 

u 


"O 

CO 

nO 

oi 


c 

jD 

cd 

> 


CT 

D 


co 

O 

D 


D 

z 


■a 

c 

o 

o 

a 

D 

X 


D 

'cd 

c- 


r  i  ro 


19 


Population — Midsummer,  1958  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23,950 

Number  of  houses  and  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8.150 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £2,956  2s.  8d. 

Total  rate  in  the  Pound  (including  County  and  Police  Rate)  ...  ...  15s.  Od 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE  DUTIES 


inspections  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  1606 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  1006 

Inspections  under  Housing  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  555 

Inspections  under  Water  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

Inspections  under  Middlesex  County  Council  Act  1944  and  1950 
Inspections  re  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  212 

Inspections  re  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Inspections  re  Complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  308 

Routine  Council  House  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  324 

Drainage  Inspections  ...  ...  .  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  138 

Drains  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  349 

Camping  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

Piggeries  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Factories  (Mechanical)  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  288 

Factories  (Non-Mechanical)  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Workplaces  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Outworkers  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Cinemas,  Public  Hall,  etc.,  Inspected 

Schools  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Shops  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Vacant  Land  and  Dumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

Insect  Pests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Visits  to  works  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  324 

Prospective  Council  House  Tenants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Atmospheric  Pollution  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1423 

Boiler  Plants  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Visits  to  Council’s  Tip  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  197 

Visits  to  Refuse  Collecting  Gangs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Interviews  with  Owners,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Council  Meetings  attended  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Committee  Meetings  attended  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Petroleum  Installations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  209 
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DEFECTS  REMEDIED  AND  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED 


Dwelling  Houses  : 

Roofs  :  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Externa]  walls  :  pointed  or  rendered  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

External  walls  :  brickwork  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  ..  4 

Chimney  stacks,  repaired  or  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Gutters  cleared,  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Rainwater  pipes  cleared,  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  14 

External  painting  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Yards  and  passages  repaired  or  drained  ...  ...  ...  1 

Damp  walls  rendered  damp-proof  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Wallplaster  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  28 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Sub-floor  ventilation  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  ...  1 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  ...  .  ...  ...  54 

Sashcords  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Additional  lighting  provided 

Stairs  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Walls  cleansed  or  redecorated 
Ceilings  cleansed  or  redecorated 

Woodwork  repainted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Woodwork  repaired  or  renewed 

Firegrates  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cooking  ranges  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Interior  water  supplies  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Sinks  :  new  provided 

Sinks  :  defective  ones  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sinks  :  waste  pipes  repaired,  renewed  or  trapped  ...  ...  4 

Mains  water  laid  on  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hot  water  systems  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Repairs  to  Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Food  stores  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Smoke  nuisances  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Gypsy  vans  removed 
Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  ... 


80 

45 


Drainage  : 

Choked  drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  300 

Old  drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  1 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Water  Closets  : 

Cleaned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Pans  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dustbins  : 

New  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  18 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Department  employs  one  Rodent  Operative  for  this  work  who 
carries  out  all  treatment,  the  work  of  supervision  and  investigation  being 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 


TYPE  OF 

PROPERTY 

Local 

Authority 

Dwell¬ 

ing 

Houses 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

All  other 
Properties 
including 
business 

Total 

1.  Number  of  properties  in 

Local  Authority's  District  ... 

28 

6527 

20 

1243 

7818 

2.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  as  a  result  of  : 

(a)  Notification 

16 

120 

4 

37 

177 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when 

10 

40 

— 

•  — 

50 

visited  primarily  for 

some  other  purpose) 

— 

3 

- 

— 

3 

3.  Total  inspections  carried  out 

including  re-inspections.  (To 
be  completed  only  if  figures 
are  readily  available) 

34 

208 

7 

64 

313 

4.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  (in  Sec.  1 1 )  which 

were  found  to  be  infested 

by  :  . 

(Major  2-3 

(a)  Rats  (Minor  17  142  4 

(Major  -  - 

(b)  Mice  (Minor  2  19 


5.  Number  of  infested  proper¬ 
ties  (in  Sec.  IV)  treated  by 
the  L.A. 

21 

161 

7 

30 

219 

6.  Total  treatments  carried  out 
— including  re-treatments  ... 

25 

163 

n 

i 

34 

229 

7.  Number  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4  of  Ihe  Act  : 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structural  Work  (i.e.) 


Proofing) 


-  5 

28  191 

2  23 
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Dwell-  All  other 

Local  ing  Agri-  Properties 

Authority  Houses  cultural  including 

business  Total 


8  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken  fol¬ 
lowing  the  issue  of  a  notice 


under  Section  4  of  the  Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Legal  Proceedings  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

10.  Number  of  “  Block”  control 

schemes  carried  out 

— 

7 

— 

— 

1 

During  the  year  under  review  a  close  watch  has  been  kept  on  the  rat 
population  of  the  district.  This,  despite  the  absence  through  illness  of 
the  operator  for  a  period  of  14  weeks.  His  absence  threw  a  considerable 
strain  on  the  department.  It  meant  that  for  a  period  of  time,  only  the 
most  urgent  and  serious  cases  of  infestation  could  be  dealt  with  by  the 
Local  Authority,  none  the  less,  every  reported  incident  was  visited, 
investigated  and  advice  given  as  to  the  best  methods  of  treatment.  During 
this  time  no  routine  work  of  rodent  control  was  carried  out. 

Of  a  total  of  7.818  properties  of  all  kinds  within  the  confines  of  the 
Urban  District,  187  infestations  were  discovered  The  majority  of  these 
incidents  were  reported  to  the  Local  Authority  by  the  general  public.  To 
put  the  matter  in  another  way,  this  means  that  for  every  100  buildings 
in  the  aiea  only  two  were  found  to  be  infested.  Having  regard  to  the 
nature  of  the  district  with  its  abundance  of  industrial  development  and 
p  oximity  of  waterways,  this  is  a  surprisingly  small  percentage. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  continued  vigilance  bv  the  department  will 
result  in  this  proportion  being  reduced  still  further.  In  addition  to 
treatments  of  infested  properties  being  carried  out,  a  constant  watch  is 
maintained  on  the  sewers  of  the  area  and  on  the  Refuse  Tips.  Routine 
treatments,  especially  of  the  latter  a^e  carried  out  as  a  matter  of  course. 
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FOOD  INSPECTIONS 


Regular  inspections  of  all  food  premises  were  carried  out  during 
1958  every  one  being  inspected  on  at  least  two  occasions.  In  cases  where 
unsatisfactory  conditions  were  discovered  additional  visits  were  made. 


No.  of 
Shops. 

Inspections 

Grocers 

45 

173 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Snack  Bars  and  Canteens 

43 

214 

Greengrocers 

18 

41 

Sweet  Shops  and  Ice  Cream  Premises 

26 

29 

Confectionery  and  Bread 

4 

24 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  ... 

7 

4 

Butchers 

22 

87 

Public  Houses  and  Off  Licences 

25 

76 

Chemists 

7 

12 

Bakehouses 

4 

14 

OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTIONS 


Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  ...  48 

Ice  Cream  Hawkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Street  Hawkers  and  Traders  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ministry  of  Food  Buffer  Depot  ...  ...  42 

Imported  Food,  London  Airport  ...  ...  ...  264 

Ice  Cream  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Water  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Milk  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


New  certificates  of  registration  were  granted  to  two  premises  during 
the  year  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  ice-cream. 

The  total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  pre¬ 
served  foods  is  19  and  the  total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the 
sale  of  ice  cream  is  48. 

Four  mobile  vehicles  are  registered  under  the  Middlesex  County 
Council  Act  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 


FACTORIES 


1.  Inspection  of  Factories  : 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of  No.  of 

Inspec-  Written 

tions  Nolices 

No.  of 
Prosecu¬ 
tions 

1. 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1-4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  L.A. 

8 

9 

15 

— 

2. 

Factories  not  included  in  Section 

1  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  L.A . 

124 

188 

8 

— 

3. 

Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  L.A.  (excluding 
Outworkers  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  : 

132 

197 

23 

— 

2. 

Defects  found  in  Factories  : 

Particulars 

Number  of 

defects 

Found  Reme¬ 
died 

cases  in  which 

were  found 
Referred 

To  By 

Pi.M.  H.M. 
Inspec-  Insp- 
tor  tor 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
piosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

(1) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5)  (6) 

(7) 

1. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

4 

4 

— 

— 

2. 

Inadequate  ventilation  ... 

1 1 

10 

— 

— 

3. 

Sanitary  conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

7 

7 

—  — 

— 

(c)  Not  separated  lor  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(not  including  offences  relating 
to  outwork) 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

Total  : 

23 

22 

— 

— 

3.  Outworkers  : 

There  are  six  Outworkers,  all  of  which  were  visited  during  the  year. 
Conditions  were  found  to  he  satisfactory  in  every  case. 


26 


SECTION  E 
HOUSING 


The  total  number  of  inspections  of  dwelling  houses  in  connection 
with  complaints  and  other  matters  were  1,561. 

Unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  : 

By  Local 
By  owner  Authority 

1.  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  ...  22 

2.  After  formal  notice  under 

(a)  Public  Health  Act  1936  ...  ...  ...  25 

(b)  Housing  Act  1 936  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Unfit  Houses  Closed  : 

No.  of  houses  closed  under  Housing  Act  ...  ...  -  2 

Unfit  Houses  Demolished  : 

No.  of  houses  demolished  pursuant  to  Section  17, 

Housing  Act  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  -  4 

Slum  Clearance 

The  Council’s  programme  of  Slum  Clearance  is  almost  complete  the 
whole  of  the  programme  including  rehousing  should  be  completed  by 
mid-summer  1960. 

The  families  rehoused  from  Clearance  Areas  have  been  rehoused 
largely  in  accordance  with  their  own  wishes  and  the  great  majority  are 
extremely  happy  in  their  new  homes.  In  some  cases  where  rehousing  has 
had  to  take  place  other  than  in  the  area  of  clearance  families  are  anxious 
to  move  back,  i.e.  many  families  rehoused  from  the  Horton  Road /Albert 
Road  areas  on  the  Wise  Lane  Housing  Scheme  wish  to  return  to  the 
Albert  Road  area  when  redevelopment  is  complete.  In  accordance  with 
your  instructions  as  and  when  accommodation  becomes  available,  the 
families  concerned  will  be  transferred. 

The  number  of  unfit  dwellings  demolished  and  families  rehoused 
since  November,  1957  is  164  houses,  and  225  families. 

The  number  of  dwellings  not  demolished  but  included  in  Closing 
Orders.  Demolition  Orders  or  Confirmed  Areas  under  paragraph  3  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  is  46. 
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RENT  ACT  1957 


The  operation  of  this  Act  is  still  far  from  satisfactory  and  there  is 
much  confusion  in  the  minds  of  tenants  of  the  local  authorities'  position  in 
the  matter.  In  too  many  cases  the  tenant  applies  for  a  Certificate  of 
Disrepair  and  the  landlord  fails  to  carry  out  repairs,  resulting  finally  in  a 
Notice  under  the  Housing  Act. 

RENT  ACT  1957 

Part  / — A  pplications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  cenificates  ...  ...  ...  19 

(a)  In  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b)  In  respect  of  all  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under  paragraph  5 

of  the  First  Schedule  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority  under 

proviso  to  paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule  ... 

(6)  Number  of  certificates  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Part  II — Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for  cancellation 

of  certificates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  ..  ...  1 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenant’s 

objection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  1 

Housing  Rents  and  Repairs  Act  1954 

During  the  year  one  application  for  an  Improvement  Grant  was 
received  and  the  Council  agreed  to  contribute  financial  aid  as  follows  : 

Total  cost  of  improved  works  was  ...  ...  £181  10s.  lid. 

Total  payments  made  by  the  Local  Authority  £90  15s.  5d 

The  landlord  has  shown  little  interest  in  this  method  of  improving 
housing  accommodation  as  practically  all  grants  made  have  been  to 
owner-occupiers. 
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SECTION  F 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

As  mentioned  in  the  section  on  statistics  all  premises  have  been  in¬ 
spected  regularly  and  Inspectors  have  worked  hard  to  ensure  that  premises 
where  food  is  stored,  sold  or  prepared  for  sale  are  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  and  hygienic  state. 

Food  Inspection  : 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  food  condemned  during  the 


year  under  review,  but  this  does  not  include  meat 
slaughterhouse. 

condemned  at  the 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Beans  . 

.  2j 

Fresh  Meat  . 

.  372 

Frozen  Foods  ... 

.  100 

Kidneys  . 

.  34 

Liver  . 

.  30 

Milk  . 

2 

Peas  . 

2 

Poultry  . 

.  21 

Tinned  Fish  . 

.  12 

Tinned  Meat  .. 

.  92 

Tomatoes  . 

.  P0 

Ice  Cream  : 

12  ice-cream  samples  and  10  iced  lolly  samples  were  taken  during  the 
year  under  review,  and  the  results  of  these,  which  are  highly  satisfactory, 
are  shown  in  the  provision  grades  below  : 

G 

rude 

No.  of 

samples  { Ice-cream ) 

1 

12 

2 

- 

3 

— 

4 

— 

The  results  of  the  above  samples  aie  remarkably  good.  Of  the  10 
iced-lolly  samples,  all  were  satisfactory. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


Your  Inspectors  carried  out  a  100%  inspection  of  all  animals  killed 
in  the  one  slaughterhouse  operating  in  the  area,  and  in  addition  continued 
the  work  of  deadweight  certification  of  pigs  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  The  number  of  pigs  weighed  and  graded 
for  payment  came  to  5,433.  The  income  to  the  Council  for  this  was 
£155  7s.  8d.  which  bears  no  relation  to  the  work  involved.  Of  the  total 
number  of  6,592  animals  inspected  it  was  necessary  to  condemn  2  tons 
1  cwt.  3  qrs.  14  lbs.  of  pork,  beef  and  mutton,  which  was  diseased  or 
unsound  as  to  be  unlit  for  consumption.  All  condemned  meat  was  dis¬ 
coloured  with  an  approved  dye  and  sent  to  a  local  factory  where  such 
meat  is  converted  to  fertiliser  or  for  destruction. 

The  Pathological  Laboratory  attached  to  Hillingdon  Hospital  again 
assisted  in  the  diagnosis  of  certain  conditions  affecting  carcases,  where 
pathological  aids  were  necessary,  and  I  am  grateful  to  Dr.  Pickton  for 
his  assistance. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in 
part  : 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

C  OH’.t 

Calves  Sheep 
and 
Lambs 

Pigs  Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 
All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cystercerci. 

334 

68 

149  484 

6505 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

— 

— 

1  2 

20 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

33 

8 

8 

119 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tub¬ 
erculosis  and  Crysterceri 

)D 

oc 

sO 

CD- 

11.7% 

.67%  2.07% 

2.13% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

1 

1 

7  _ _ 

30 


Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 


demned 

8  1 

— 

— 

7 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

2.7%  2.9% 

— 

— 

.13% 

— 

Cystercercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

Carcases  submitted  to 

treatment  by  refrigera¬ 
tion 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

BUFFET  DEPOT,  HARMONDS  WORTH 

The  inspection  of  canned  meats  at  Buffet  Depot  11L.  Harmondsworth 
has  continued  throughout  the  year  and  an  Inspector  has  made  visits  at 
least  once  a  week  to  examine  doubtful  tins  and  classify  them  either  as  being 
fit  or  condemn  them  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  condemned 
tins  are  disposed  of  by  the  Cleansing  Section  of  the  Public  Health 
Department.  The  extent  of  the  works  involved  can  be  estimated  from 
the  fact  that  during  the  year  some  30  tons  were  inspected  involving  38,590 
tins.  Careful  attention  is  given  to  this  work  and  returns  are  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  as  each  individual  tin  must  be  accounted  for. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1956 


The  Chief  Officer  of  the  Public  Control  Department,  Middlesex 
County  Council  has  supplied  the  following  information  regarding  works 
carried  out  by  his  department. 


Samples  procured  in  Yiewsley  and  West  Diayton  during  the  year  1958. 


Article 

Total  Samples 

Procured  Unsatisfactory 

Milk  (Various) 

. .  14 

Arrowroot 

2 

Butter 

.  6 

Cakes 

.  4 

Drugs 

.  6 

Fish  and  Fish  Products 

2  - 

Fruit — Fresh  and  Canned 

5  - 

Garden  Peas 

.  3 

Ice  Cream 

.  5 

Meat  and  Meat  Products 

.  9 

Preserves 

.  4 

Sausages,  etc. 

.  3 

Spirits 

.  4 

Vinegar 

.  9 

Miscellaneous 

.  10 

Total  86  Nil 

The  following  comments  are  added  in  connection  with  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1887-1953 

The  majority  of  the  inspection  work  carried  out  under  the  previsions 
of  the  above  Acts  relates  to  ensuring  that  the  requirements  of  the  various 
marking  orders  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1926,  and  which 
relate  to  the  marking  with  an  indication  of  origin  of  certain  imported  food¬ 
stuffs  when  exposed  for  sale  or  sold,  are  complied  with.  Inspections  were 
made  at  71  separate  premises  of  882  displays  of  meat,  apples,  tomatoes  and 
poultry.  No  infringements  were  detected. 
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Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953 

This  Order  requires  pre-packed  food  to  be  marked  with  the  name 
and  address  or  with  the  registered  trade  mark,  of  the  packer  or  labeller. 
It  also  requires  such  food  to  be  labelled  with  its  common  or  usual  name 
(if  any)  and  with  the  names  of  the  ingredients  of  a  compounded  food.  It 
also  controlled  the  manner  in  which  the  presence  of  vitamins  and  minerals 
is  disclosed  and  prescribes  specific  labelling  of  certain  foods. 

A  total  of  304  articles  of  pre-packed  food  was  examined  at  38  pre¬ 
mises  to  ascertain  whether  the  above  requirements  were  complied  with; 
no  serious  infringements  of  this  Order  were  detected. 

False  or  Misleading  Descriptions 

As  in  previous  years  food  advertisements  and  labels  have  been  scru¬ 
tinised  for  false  or  misleading  statements  and  descriptions.  Much  of  this 
sc  utiny  of  food  labels  can  be  combined  with  inspection  work  under  the 
Labelling  of  Food  Order.  No  serious  infringements  were  disclosed.  Cor¬ 
rective  action  was  secured  in  relation  to  descriptions  applied  to  “  milk 
block,”  “  Double  Tea,”  and  imitation  cream  powder,  cakes  filled  with  a 
mixture  of  butter  and  sugar,  canned  mixed  vegetables,  raspberry  syrup, 
powdered  soup  mixes,  medium  red  salmon,  gorgonzola  cheese  spread  and 
cheese. 


Safe  Milk 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  three  samples  of  raw  milk  were  procured 
within  your  Urban  Distiict  and  submitted  to  test  for  the  presence  of 
tubercle  bacilli.  None  was  found  contaminated. 


MILK  SUPPLY  : 

Milk  Special  Designation  Regulations 


The  following  licences  were  issued  : 

Dealers’  Licences  : 


Pasteurised 
Tuberculin  Tested 
Sterilised 


2 

2 

2 


Supplementary  Licences  : 


Pasteurised 
Tuberculin  Tested 
Sterilised 


5 

5 


SECTiON  G 


GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
ITINERANT  CARAVAN  DWELLINGS  —  “  Gypsies  ” 

A  major  problem  of  environmental  hygiene  in  the  district  is  the 
parking  of  itinerant  caravan  dwellings  and  the  appalling  insanitary  condi¬ 
tions  created  by  them.  The  district  is  rarely  free  of  them  and  much  time 
and  expense  is  involved  in  effecting  their  removal.  It  is  not  generally 
known  that  a  local  authority's  powers  in  dealing  with  such  dwellings  are 
limited.  At  one  time  it  was  usual  for  the  Public  Health  Inspector  to  tow 
these  caravans  off  their  sites  and  leave  them  on  the  highway  but  the 
question  has  been  raised  that  there  are  no  legal  powers  to  authorise  such 
action  and  also  that  the  placing  of  caravans  on  the  highway  could  con¬ 
stitute  an  offence  under  the  Highway  Act  for  which  the  Inspector  would 
be  responsible.  The  only  person  having  the  right  to  remove  them  by 
force  is  the  owner  of  the  land  on  which  they  are  parked,  by  exercising  the 
law  of  trespass.  Unfortunately,  it  has  been  impossible  to  obtain  the  co¬ 
operation  of  owners,  mainly  due  to  their  fear  that  the  gypsies  will  take 
reprisals  by  doing  wanton  damage  to  their  property. 

In  1956  a  Magistrates  Order  was  obtained,  under  the  provisions  of 
Section  344,  Middlesex  County  Council  Act,  1944,  prohibiting  the  use  of 
land  in  Accommodation  Lane,  Colnbrook-by-Pass,  for  camping  This 
order  is  valid  for  three  years  but  it  cannot  be  renewed  as  their  section  of 
the  Act  has  been  rescinded.  However,  the  administration  of  the  Order  has 
proved  to  be  almost  impossible  owing  to  the  length  of  time  which  elapses 
between  the  committing  of  the  offence  and  the  serving  of  the  summonses. 
After  the  onerous  task  of  ascertaining  the  names  of  offenders,  information 
has  been  laid  at  the  Magistrates  Court  but  by  the  time  that  the  summonses 
were  ready  for  service  the  gypsies  have  moved  on,  with  the  result  that  the 
police  remain  in  possession  of  useless  summonses  and  the  cost  of  laying 
the  information  and  the  work  involved  has  been  completely  wasted.  Since 
the  Order  has  been  in  force,  out  of  approximately  thirty  informations 
laid  only  four  summonses  were  served. 

In  July,  1958,  this  Council  was  represented  at  a  joint  meeting  of 
neighbouring  authorities  where  the  gypsy  problem  was  discussed.  Several 
resolutions  were  passed  including  one  proposed  by  this  Authority  that 
Local  Authorities  should  communicate  with  their  respective  Members  of 
Parliament  asking  them  to  seek  the  establishment  by  H.M.  Government 
of  some  Committee  of  Inquiry,  charged  with  the  task  of  investigating  the 
whole  question  of  the  problems  created  by  itinerant  caravan  dwellers  in 
an  endeavour  to  solve  them,  including  the  possible  rehabilitation  of  the 
caravan  dwellers  as  useful  members  of  society. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  unless  some  concerted  action  is  taken,  the 
problem  will  become  gradually  worse,  as  the  number  of  parking  sites  has 
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been  considerably  reduced  dining  the  last  few  years  and  regardless  of 
public  feelings  against  these  people,  it  cannot  be  ignored  that  they  have  to 
live  somewhere.  At  present  their  living  conditions  are  far  worse  than  any 
in  the  district  and  the  hovels  which  they  occupy  are  much  below  the 
standard  of  any  slum  property  demolished  by  this  Councd. 

The  only  solution  to  this  problem  would  appear  to  be  a  lengthy  pro¬ 
cess  of  rehabilitation,  which  will  require  much  patience  and  certainly 
involve  many  disappointments. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 
Smoke  Control  Areas 

In  the  early  part  of  1958,  the  Council  decided  in  principle  to  make 
Smoke  Control  Areas  in  respect  of  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District. 

By  reference  to  the  map  at  the  end  of  this  report  it  can  be 
seen  that  the  Urban  District  has  been  divided  into  10  areas,  and  it  is 
planned  to  make  smoke  control  orders  in  respect  of  each  area  in  numerical 
order. 

A  description  of  the  areas  is  as  follows  :  — 

Area  No.  1 

The  first  suggested  area— from  the  corner  of  Sipson  and  Harmonds- 
worth  Road  and  known  as  Dell  Corner  on  the  North  and  bounded  on  the 
West  by  Holloway  Lane  and  Hatch  Lane;  on  the  South  by  Bath  Road 
taking  in  property  on  London  Airport  other  than  Crown  Property;  on  the 
East  by  the  Urban  District  boundary  with  Hayes  and  Harlington,  from 
the  Bath  Road  to  Cherry  Lane  and  then  Cherry  Lane  to  Sipson  Road,  and 
including  the  East  side  of  Sipson  Road  from  Cherry  Lane  to  Dell  Corner. 


Area  No.  2 

Area  No.  2  bounded  on  the  West  by  the  High  Street  from  Fairfield 
Road  to  the  Great  Western  Railway;  on  the  South  by  the  Great  Western 
Railway,  on  the  East  by  Acacia  Avenue  and  on  the  North  by  Fairfield  Road 
and  Whitethorn  Avenue. 

Area  No.  3 

That  part  of  the  Ward  of  Harmondsworth  on  the  West  side  of  the 
Urban  District  and  not  included  in  Area  1,  including  the  West  side  of 
Hatch  Lane,  the  West  side  of  Holloway  Lane;  Harmondsworth  Village: 
Longford,  and  property  other  than  Crown  Property  on  the  West  side  of 
London  Airport. 


Area  No.  4 

From  the  Ward  boundary  of  Harmondsworth  Northwards  to  include 
the  area  bounded  by  Holloway  Lane,  Station  Road,  Church  Road,  part  of 
Swan  Road,  the  South  side  of  Old  Farm  Road,  Mill  Road  to  the  River 
Frays  and  thence  to  the  River  Colne  and  to  its  junction  with  the  Urban 
District  boundary. 

Area  No.  5 

The  Area  bounded  on  the  North  by  Whitethorn  Avenue.  Laburnum 
Avenue,  Elm  Grove  to  the  Urban  District  boundary,  and  all  the  land 
East  of  Area  2  bounded  by  the  Urban  District  boundary  and  the  Grand 
Union  Canal. 

Area  No.  6 

Area  bounded  by  Church  Road,  part  of  Swan  Road.  Old  Farm  Road. 
Ferrers  Avenue,  and  Station  Road. 

Area  No.  7 

The  area  bounded  by  High  Street,  Fairfield  Road.  Whitethorn  Avenue, 
Laburnum  Avenue,  Elm  Grove,  Chestnut  Avenue,  Apple  Tree  Avenue  and 
the  Urban  District  boundary  on  the  North. 

Area  No.  8 

The  area  bounded  by  Great  Western  Railway,  Station  Road,  Ferrers 
Avenue,  Old  Farm  Road.  River  Frays.  River  Colne  and  the  Urban  District 
boundary  on  the  West  side  of  this  area. 

Area  No.  9 

All  that  part  of  the  Urban  District  North  of  the  Great  Western  Rail¬ 
way,  West  of  the  High  Street  and  bounded  on  the  North  and  West  sides 
by  the  Urban  District  boundary. 

Area  No.  10 

The  area  bounded  by  the  Great  Western  Railway,  Station  Road, 
Porters  Way,  and  its  proposed  extension  to  Bourne  Avenue  then  to  Great 
Western  Railway  along  Urban  District  boundary. 

Area  No.  11 

The  area  bounded  by  Porters  Way,  Station  Road,  Sipson  Road,  Cherry 
Lane  and  land  to  the  East  of  this  area  bounded  by  the  Urban  District 
boundary  on  the  East. 


36 


As  suggested  by  the  memorandum  issued  by  the  Minister  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  on  Smoke  Control  Areas,  the  Council  decided  to 
commence  with  a  part  of  the  district  where  there  was  comparatively  little 
development,  in  order  to  gain  experience  of  the  many  problems  that  will 
be  presented.  Area  No.  1  is  by  no  means  a  small  area,  and  has  the 
following  classifications  of  properties. 

Domestic  Commercial  Industrial  Schools  Churches  Others 
953  49  13  2  2  39 

Preliminary  work  has  been  carried  out  in  Area  No.  1  where  an 
initial  survey  had  to  be  carried  out  to  ascertain  the  types  of  fireplaces 
existing  and  an  estimate  of  the  number  that  would  require  replacing  or 
converting. 

This  information  was  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  who  after  consultation  with  the  Ministry  of  Power  has  now 
given  provisional  clearance  to  the  Council’s  proposals. 

Preparatory  to  making  the  first  Smoke  Control  order,  the  task  before 
the  health  department  now  is  to  make  a  detailed  survey  of  Area  No.  1 
with  a  view  to  ascertaining  costs  of  work  that  will  be  involved  in  bringing 
all  the  requirements  of  the  order  into  force. 


PORT  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 
LONDON  AIRPORT 

The  whole  of  the  health  departmenl  staff  have  been  engaged  from 
time  to  time  on  the  several  duties  to  be  carried  out  on  London  Airport. 
The  result  of  increased  air  traffic,  freight  and  daily  sightseers  to  London 
Airport  necessitated  in  reorganisation  of  the  Refuse  Collection  Service  to 
cope  with  increased  quantities  of  refuse.  In  addition  to  the  nightly  removal 
of  refuse  an  early  morning  collection  is  provided  in  the  Central  Terminal 
Area  where  the  bulk  of  the  refuse  accumulates.  Further  instances  are 
reported  where  the  large  container  type  of  refuse  receptacle  is  gaining 
popularity  over  the  small  standard  type  of  dustbin 

In  addition  to  the  administration  of  the  refuse  collection  service,  other 
duties  carried  out  have  been  :  rodent  control,  imported  food  inspections, 
the  sampling  of  aircraft  drinking  water  supplies,  factory  and  shops  inspec¬ 
tions,  inspection  and  testing  of  petrol  installations,  control  and  inspection 
of  mobile  food  vans,  disinfection  and  disinfestation  and  the  inspection  of 
all  food  premises  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955. 

Food  Inspection 

Imported  Food  brought  into  the  airport  and  inspected  amounted  to 
1  19  tons  6  cwts.  0  qrs.  4  lbs.  and  296  visits  were  made  by  Inspectors  during 
all  hours  of  the  day  and  night  time. 
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Both  H.M.  Customs  and  Ihe  airline  companies  continued  to  give  full 
co-operation  to  the  Local  Authority  by  informing  the  health  department 
whenever  commercial  consignments  of  food  required  inspection. 

Seven  contraventions  of  the  Impoited  Food  Regulations  were  dis¬ 
covered,  and  the  following  action  taken 

1  Consignment— No  official  certificate  attached  and  no  undertaking 

received  from  the  Importer.  Consignment  re-exported 

4  Consignments — No  official  certificate.  Undertakings  received  not  to 

use  the  food  for  human  consumption. 

1  Consignment — No  official  certificate.  Food  destroyed. 

1  Consignment — Unfit  for  stock.  Food  condemned. 

Of  the  total  quantity  of  food  imported,  the  department  took  45 
samples  for  bacteriological  examination,  all  of  which  were  highly  satis¬ 
factory.  An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  which  occurred  on  an  incoming 
aircraft  was  investigated  on  arrival  at  London  Airport,  and  the  causative 
agent  proved  to  be  frozen  steaks,  which  on  analysis  had  a  sufficiently  high 
bacteriological  count  of  streptococci  to  have  caused  the  outbreak. 


Details  of  the  foods  inspected  are  shown  hereunder  :  — 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs 

Lbs. 

Cheese 

6 

2 

0 

10 

Vegetables 

16 

3 

0 

3 

Fruit 

4 

15 

0 

25 

Cooked  Meats 

16 

6 

3 

17 

Fresh  Meat  ... 

35 

3 

3 

27 

Salami  and  Sausages 

24 

16 

9 

15 

Confectionery 

18 

0 

27 

Fish  . 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Shell  Fish  . 

12 

1 

8 

Offals 

6 

i 

2 

3 

Miscellaneous 

7 

8 

3 

5 

Details  of  foodstuffs  condemned  at  London 

Airport 

are  as 

follows 

:  — 

Asparagus 

500 

lbs. 

Lobsters 

26 

lbs. 
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Food  Premises 

All  the  food  premises  catering  for  airport  employees,  passenger  hand¬ 
ling.  and  the  general  public  were  inspected  regularly  during  the  year. 
Where  premises  were  let  to  catering  concessional,  Ministry  representatives 
were  invited  to  accompany  the  Inspector,  and  when  matters  requiring  urgent 
attention  were  discovered  the  Ministry  of  Transport  and  Civil  Aviation 
gave  prompt  action  in  these  cases. 

I  he  minimum  standard  requested  in  all  premises  was  that  laid  down 
in  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

Rodent  Control  and  Insect  Pests 

The  Ministry  of  Transport  and  Civil  Aviation  continued  to  have 
available  a  whole  time  operative  to  cope  with  problems  of  rodent  control 
and  insect  pests. 

Where,  however,  major  infestations  were  found,  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  Fisheries  and  Food  made  available  their  operatives  to  cope  with 
any  serious  problem. 

Petroleum  Installations 

The  ever  increasing  problem  of  the  major  petroleum  Companies  who 
supply  aviation  fuel  to  aircraft  on  London  Airport,  is  that  of  storage 
capacity. 

Like  most  machines,  aircraft  are  expensive  when  stationary  and  it  is 
essential  for  economy  to  rapidly  service  the  aircraft  and  to  put  it  into 
flight.  A  most  important  factor,  therefore,  is  to  supply  as  quickly  as  pos¬ 
sible  the  aircraft  with  the  necessary  fuel.  When  one  considers  the  petrol 
tankage  of  the  latest  jet  airliner — a  capacity  of  13,000  gallons — it  is  no 
mean  feat  to  supply  this  in  approximately  30  minutes  from  tanker  to 
vehicles  having  a  capacity  of  4,000  gallons. 

Aviation  fuel  is  stored  in  four  major  installations  in  this  Urban  District, 
and  the  combined  capacity  of  the  storage  facilities  is  approximately 
2,000,000  gallons.  These  installations  were  submitted  to  the  Local  Author¬ 
ity  for  scrutiny  before  building  operations  commenced,  and  every  phase  of 
construction  was  tested.  The  co-operation  of  Officers  of  the  Middlesex 
County  Council  Fire  Service  was  obtained  to  advise  on  fire  fighting  equip¬ 
ment,  and  every  angle  of  safety  precautions  considered  before  licences 
were  granted. 


From  these  installations  1,400,000  gallons  is  the  weekly  average  of 
the  quantity  of  aviation  fuel  supplied  to  aircraft. 

Drinking  Water  Supplies  on  Aircraft 

78  samples  of  drinking  water  were  taken  from  civil  aircrafts  as 


follows  :  — 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Taken  from  fixed  tank  system 

15 

1 

Taken  from  portable  containers 

40 

19 

Taken  from  bowsers 

3 

— 

An  analysis  of  the  above  results  follows  the  same  pattern  as  last  year, 
proving  once  again  that  the  transportation  of  drinking  water  in  portable 
flasks  is  by  no  means  a  success,  whereas  in  the  fixed  tank  system  in  aircraft 
results  show  this  to  be  highly  successful. 

One  Airline  operating  Company  at  the  request  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  installed  a  water  sterilization  unit  where  flasks  are  completely 
immersed  in  boiling  water  for  10  minutes.  Results  of  water  sampling  from 
these  flasks  were  quite  good,  and  the  system  therefore  is  a  step  forward. 

The  general  picture  concerning  water  supplies  on  aircraft  leaves  much 
to  be  desired,  and  with  this  in  mind  the  department  wrote  to  the  Director 
General  of  the  World  Health  Organisation  at  Geneva,  who  was  very 
interested  to  hear  of  this  Authority’s  comments.  The  World  Health  Orga¬ 
nisation  has  been  working  in  co-operation  with  the  International  Civil 
Aviation  organisation  for  several  years  with  the  object  of  forming  a  uniform 
code  of  sanitation  applicable  to  Civil  Aviation  which  may  be  accepted  and 
enforced  by  the  various  Governments  concerned.  With  regard  to  drinking 
water  quality,  the  World  Health  Organisation  convened  in  1956  a  study  group 
on  this  subject,  and  the  report  of  this  group  which  carries  recommended 
minimum  standards  of  drinking  water  quality  as  well  as  suggested  methods 
of  analysis,  will  probably  be  submitted  to  the  various  Governments  con¬ 
cerned.  No  further  information  on  progress  in  this  Convention  is  yet 
available. 


40 


50DlJ« 

JOSQNim 


__  SQ^IJ 
WOlHVW 


sen  I] 

iJVHNyng 


son  l| 
je03A]-n 


Noivis 


—XL, 

s^oiiog 


►JASWIN 


cL  OH  t 


S  On  m 


EDGAR  PD> 


OLHAM 


tALBERT  ~~RD 


NQlAVbl 


^OMd 


Si 


SCHOOL 


wluc 


I 


J>  \ 

E 

£ 

K) 

U- 

O 

JV 

ro 

J)  £ 


O  -1- 


